
THE METOPIC SUTURE.
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At birth the frontal bone consists of two halves,
separated by the interfrontal or metopic suture.
Toward the end of the first or the beginning of the
second year, this suture begins to close from below
upward. In cases of premature closure before birth,
the suture closes both from above and below toward
the middle, and a marked cranial deformity ensues,
known as trigonocephaly. As the name indicates,
the skull is of a triangular shape, with the apex in
front, so that the forehead runs out into a very sharp
point.

In the lower animals the frontal bone remains in
two halves during life, but in the primates a single
bone is the rule. Persistence of the frontal suture is
known as metopism, and is found in various degrees.
It may be, 1, entirely open; 2, open at both ends; 3,
closed only at the lower end; 4, closed only at the
upper end. Its frequency varies in different races, as

shown by Anoutchine's statistics:
White race.11,459 ;
Mongolian. 621 ;
American. 1,191 ;
Malay. 892;
Negro. 959;

What is the cause of metopism ? Has the process of
synostosis never commenced, or has its course been
arrested? As Anoutchine's figures show a marked
preponderance of this condition in the higher races,
many authors have considered that its presence is due
to an increased size of the frontal lobes and a relative
increase in the intellectual faculties. Thus Papil-
lault (" La Suture Metopique," Paris, 1896), from
comparison of a large series of crania of various races,
sexes and ages, concludes that metopism is due to the
influence of the brain, and is therefore an evidence of
superior cerebral activity. "Metopism," says Broca,
" corresponds to a notable enlargement of the anterior
cerebral fossa, coming on during childhood, either
from the rapid development of the frontal lobes, or

from slight hydrocephalus, traces of which can be
found in other parts of the cranium." Topinard
thinks hydrocephalus is the most probable cause. He
adds, " No matter what is the mechanism producing
it, is metopism a step toward perfection or a rever¬

sion, a condition foreshadowing the future, or a path¬
ologic state? We have shown that cerebral hyper¬
trophy leads to mania as well as to genius, and that
the difference may be without a difference. Is not a

double frontal bone a corollary, does it not indicate
the effort of the encephalon to make a place for itself
in the cranium, and being found more frequently in
the higher races are they not paying too great tribute
to the pathologic states resulting from it?

Topinard examined the crania of 361 insane per¬
sons and found the proportion of persistent metopic
sutures very large (17.7 per cent.) ; Simon ( Virchow's
Archiv, 1873, p. 576) found only 9.4 per cent, in 809
crania.

Attention may be here directed to the practical sig¬
nificance of this anomaly, viz., that in wounds of the
median line exposing the skull, the possible occur¬
rence of this metopic suture should be borne in mind,
otherwise it may be mistaken for a fracture.

LORD KINNEAR.
The Journal suggested in its editorial column

(Oct. 24,1896, p. 920), that as the season was approach-
ing for the annual distribution of peerages in Great
Britain, it would be a fitting time to recognize the
learned profession of medicine by promoting one of
its members to the peerage.

We are therefore pleased to chronicle the fact that
Sir Joseph Lister was created Lord Kinnear Decem-
ber 31.

This material recognition can not be otherwise than
gratifying to the medical profession throughout the
world, for whatever we may think of rank or title, we

must admit that the world sits in judgment, and that
its decrees favor rank and station, as a means of
distinction. Republics are alone ungrateful, and since
the foundation of the world, have paid little reward
to their citizens who have rendered services to the
state or distinguished themselves as discoverers in any
branch of science. True, France has still the " Legion
of Honor," but that was transmitted from the first
Empire, and can not be cited as disproving the rule.
Ingratitude is the basest of all personal attributes,
and a government should no more lay itself liable to
this charge than an individual, and the educated
citizen of the world, who looks upon the age he lives
in without regard to political divisions, is naturally
pleased that radicalism in the French Republic not
only left the Legion of Honor untouched, but added
a few medical life senators. The various orders of
other countries, such as the Iron Cross of Prussia,
the Victoria Cross, and the like, have been appreci¬
ated by all good men as above riches or political
position, as a public certificate of honor natural to the
man, of which the decoration is only the symbol.

The services to the profession and to mankind which
have made the name of Joseph Lister famous in the
annals of his profession, and the recognition by his
government a suitable one, may be briefly mentioned
as follows: He was born in 1828 and at the age of
19 received the degree of B.A. at London University.
In 1852 he received the M.B. degree from University
College, London, with the scholarship and gold medal.
In the same year he became Fellow of the Royal Col¬
lege of Surgeons, and at Edinburgh during the year
following, his first original investigation was entitled
" Observations on the contractile tissue of the iris."
Among his other contributions to medical science
are " Observations on the minute structure of invol¬
untary muscle fiber," " On the early stages of inflam¬
mation," " Spontaneous gangrene from arteritis and
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